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Big rise 
in denial 
of visas 
under 
Trump 


Thousands rejected 
or delayed as scrutiny 
of applications rises 


By Trisha Thadani 


Foreigners who were once considered 
solid candidates for an H-1B visa — 
those with multiple degrees, high sala- 
ries offered by major tech companies 
and, in at least one case, an actual rocket 
scientist — are receiving extra scrutiny 
and delays on their applications. 

Thousands are also getting denied, 
prompting them to go home or revise 
their career plans. 

More than twice as many H-1B appli- 
cations were rejected in November com- 
pared with the same time last year, ac- 
cording to U.S. Citizenship and Im- 
migration Services data provided to The 
Chronicle. The newly reported data 
show that the administration is acting 
on its promise to curtail a work program 
for foreigners that it says is rife with 
loopholes and abuse. 

Immigration officials have ramped up 
their scrutiny of the visas through “re- 
quests for evidence,” documents that 
demand employers offer further proof of 

Visas continues on AZ 


Miscarry 
risks from 
radiation 
exposure 


By Sophie Haigney 


A study of hundreds of pregnant 
women in the Bay Area found that 
those who were more exposed to the 
type of radiation produced by cell 
phones, wireless networks and power 
lines — radiation that grows more and 
more common — were nearly three 
times as likely to miscarry. 

The Kaiser Permanente study, pub- 
lished last week in the journal Scien- 
tific Reports, did not show definitively 
what was causing the higher rate of 
pregnancy loss, nor did it isolate the 
potential impact of cell phones or 
other producers of electromagnetic 
fields, or EMFs. 

But the authors said the results 
underscore the need for more re- 
search. 

“EMFs have been very controversial 
because from a public health point of 
view, everybody is exposed,” said lead 

Exposure continues on A8 
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Dignitaries join ordinary folks thronging City Hall for memorial 


Top: California Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom shows his emotions at the 
memorial for Mayor Ed Lee at City Hall, which about 1,600 people 
filled while hundreds more crowded outside. Above: Tania Lee 


By Jill Tucker and Sam Whiting 


Carlos Avila Gonzalez / The Chronicle 


(left) and Brianna Lee speak about their father, who died Tuesday. 


Billionaires, baseball players, politicians and 
everyday people filled San Francisco City Hall 
on Sunday to celebrate the life of Mayor Ed 
Lee, a man remembered for his dignity, humil- 
ity and passion for the city. 

“Our mayor had kindness, he had class, he 
served others before himself,” said acting May- 
or London Breed. “He listened, he cared and 
he fought for our city — all of its people — 
with the quiet dignity of a man who knows 
exactly what he stands for.” 

An estimated 1,600 people crowded into the 
rotunda and onto the City Hall balconies to 
celebrate the life of a man who started his 
career as a civil rights attorney and served in 
San Francisco government for years as a can- 
do bureaucrat, then became mayor in 2011 and 
won election to the office twice. 

Hundreds more listened outside the build- 
ing and in an overflow room at the Main Li- 
brary to what Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom called 
“a tribute to decency.” 

Lee was “someone that was uncool in some 
ways, but had friends like Willie Mays and Joe 


Lee continues on A8 


Overflow crowd weeps, laughs in remembrance of man of the people 


By Kevin Fagan 
and Kimberly Veklerov 


They came from all over the city and 
beyond, lining up Sunday for hours 
outside San Francisco’s City Hall to 
remember the man so many knew as 
notjust Mayor Ed Lee, but as a nice 
guy with an ever-ready kind word 
who just happened to be in charge of 


the coolest city in California. 

Carletta Jackson-Lane, executive 
director of the Sojourner Truth Foster 
Agency in the city, queued up early 
and wept as she waited. She does her 
shopping at the same Safeway where 
Lee collapsed ofa heart attack Mon- 
day. 

“He was truly a family man first — a 
father and a husband,” Jackson-Lane 


said through her tears. “He had con- 
tinual compassion for the homeless 
and for mental health issues in the 
T.L. (Tenderloin). 

“He would look you in the eye. He’d 
ask, ‘How you doin? How’s your ma- 
ma doin? ” 

She said she appreciated how much 
Lee cared for people of all religions, 

Memorial continues on A9 


Real Christmas trees, real green: 
Shortage leads to price increase 


By Jenna Lyons 


Amy Osborne / Special to The Chronicle 


A worker at the Delancey Street Foundation’s Christmas tree lot 
carries a fir across the lot, located at Pier 32 in San Francisco. 


With a little more than a week 
until Christmas, Paul Jardetzky 
went tree shopping at Delancey 
Street Foundation’s lot at San 
Francisco’s Pier 32, as he’s done 
for more than a decade. 

“One of the late ones,” he 


Christmas continues on A9 
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ity at Oakland’s Oracle Arena. E1 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
Highs: 58-68. 
Lows: 31-49. 
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